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NOT VOTING—4
Coons Fetterman
Feinstein McConnell

(Mr. HICKENLOOPER assumed the
Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are
96, the nays are 0.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn, having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

———

FIRE GRANTS AND SAFETY ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 28, S.
870, a bill to amend the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 to authorize ap-
propriations for the United States Fire Ad-
ministration and firefighter assistance grant
programs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
ARMY, CORPS OF ENGINEERS,
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO RE-
VISED DEFINITION OF WATERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of H.J.
Res. 27, which is at the desk; and that
at 2:30 p.m. today, it be considered read
a third time and the Senate vote on the
passage of the joint resolution without
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the joint resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 27) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of the Army,
Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense
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and the Environmental Protection Agency
relating to ‘‘Revised Definition of ‘Waters of
the United States’”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

SMALL BUSINESS

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
have the honor of being the chair of the
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Committee here in the U.S. Senate,
and there has been a lot of activity
during the Biden administration that
deals with our economy.

The Biden administration has a
proud record of legislative accomplish-
ments, from the American Rescue Plan
to the bipartisan infrastructure bill, to
the Safer Communities Act, to the In-
flation Reduction Act, to the CHIPS
and Science bill, to the PACT bill, and
the list goes on and on. But I want to
talk a little bit about the accomplish-
ments under the Biden administration
for small businesses, and I am very
proud of what we have been able to do
to help small businesses in our coun-
try.

We have 33.2 million small business
owners in America. They are the driv-
ers of our economy. We say they are
the backbone of our economy; I think
they are also the backbone of our com-
munities. They create jobs, and they do
most of the innovation that we see. It
makes America more competitive and
creates more job opportunities and eco-
nomic opportunities.

Over 99 percent of our businesses in
the United States are small businesses,
and nearly 50 percent of all U.S. em-
ployees work for small companies. So
it is critically important that we pay
attention to our small businesses, and,
of course, it was challenging during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

I will just give you one example of
why it is so important, giving one ex-
ample in Maryland. I am sure you
could give an example in every one of
our States. This past Friday, I was at
Sabatino’s restaurant in Little Italy,
Baltimore. We see many times that the
economic growth of ethnic commu-
nities has been spurred by innovation
by small companies. Sabatino’s is one
of those restaurants, which is iconic to
Baltimore today. It was started in 1955
by two individuals, two immigrants
who started Sabatino’s restaurant. It is
now an iconic restaurant in Baltimore
where we like to go for good political
discussion. It is in a pretty famous
neighborhood. It is where NANCY
PELOSI grew up. It has incredible food.
It is for good company and good food,
and it is an anchor in that community
for its economic growth.

There are a lot of small business
owners who are in that neighborhood
who are continuing to provide job op-
portunities and economic growth and a
future for Little Italy in Baltimore.

We could give many, many examples
of that type of activity by a small com-
pany, a small business, that has really
saved a neighborhood and preserved it
for its future.

The Biden administration has a
proud record in support of small busi-
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nesses. Let me just give you some of
the numbers. Twenty twenty-one was a
record year for the growth of small
businesses in this country. We had the
largest number of new business growth,
small business growth, in the history
of America, and it was led by women-
owned small businesses. Women of
color led among the women business
entrepreneurs.

This is attributable to the fact that
the Biden administration has been con-
centrating on helping our small busi-
nesses but has paid particular atten-
tion to those small businesses located
in traditionally underserved commu-
nities. That has led to programs that
have helped. I will give you one exam-
ple: women’s business centers. The
President announced just this week in-
creasing the number of women’s busi-
ness centers in our community.

When President Biden took the oath
of office, we had one women’s business
center in Maryland, and it was doing
really great service, helping women get
through the maze of bureaucracies and
obstacles that were in their way to
start a small business or grow a small
business. It was located in Rockville,
MD, and provided great help. Today, we
have four women’s business centers in
Maryland, one located in Salisbury,
which is a rural part of our State, to
help women business entrepreneurs in
rural Maryland. We have one at Mor-
gan State University, a historic Black
college in Maryland, and it is an HBCU
that has provided tremendous opportu-
nities for minority business owners. We
just recently opened another women’s
business center at Bowie State Univer-
sity, an HBCU in the Washington area,
in Prince George’s County.

These are concrete steps the Biden
administration has taken to not only
grow our small business opportunities
in America but to make sure we pay
attention to those who have been left
behind in the past.

Let me just give you another exam-
ple of how we have delivered through
the Biden administration to help our
small business community.

We delivered for the people, for indi-
viduals like Carl Williams of Los Ange-
les, who founded Royal Men Solutions.
After he was released from prison, Carl
heard about the Minority Business De-
velopment Agency’s Entrepreneurship
Education for Formerly Incarcerated
Persons Center in Los Angeles. His
dream of becoming a third-generation
carpenter and making his father proud
took flight through this program.

Carl explains, and I quote:

The information the MBDA Center af-
forded me was invaluable, teaching me the
elevator pitch, understanding my competi-
tion, standing out as a custom furniture
builder, and knowing my value. All of their
advice was an intricate part of my growth
and development in the business world.

Well, one of the great accomplish-
ments of the Biden administration was
to help our returning citizens, those
impacted under the criminal justice
system, to give them an opportunity,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-30T12:51:59-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




